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The Latest in College Tracking Reports 
How College Ready Are Your Graduates—Really! 

By Fred Cohen, 

Nassau BOCES Data Warehouse Consultant 
 

College and career readiness is a key component of current educational 

reform.  That is why NYSED suggests that the new proficiency rates on 

the 2013 ELA and Math Grade 3-8 assessments are intended to project 

students’ present level of college and career readiness. 
 

NYSED’s projection may or may not be accurate, and, therefore, it makes 

sense to see how college ready recent graduates actually were.  Using the 

Instructional Data Warehouse (IDW) College Tracking reports we can 

help find out.   
 

What level of college performance would actually indicate college readi-

ness?  One can create any standard one chooses or accept the following 

reasonable proposal:  Any student who earns a four year degree within 

five years, or a two year degree within two years, must have been college 

ready leaving high school. The five year standard is selected (rather than 

four) because many students, fully capable, change their major or must 

remain for a fifth year because some courses were not available each year.  

But how can the IDW be used to search for college degree status? 
 

College Tracking Reports 

The full “how-to” guide for using College Tracking reports can be found 

easily by logging on to the IDW and locating “Nassau BOCES Links” on 

the left side of the Dashboard page.  Then click on “IDW Newsletters” 

and find the March 13th Newsletter (under Fred Cohen Newsletters,   

2012-13) entitled, “New College Tracking Reports Now in the IDW.” 
 

More experienced IDW users may go directly to the IDW College Track-

ing folder by clicking on the “All Reports Folder” (under the “Reports” 

heading on the left side of the Dashboard) and then clicking on the first 

folder, “College Tracking.” Two new reports have now been added to that 

folder.  Their names alone will tell you how useful they can be in tracking 

college success and thereby college readiness.  The reports—“Four Year 

College Attainment for Single Year” and “Four Year College Attainment 

for Multiple Year”—give similar reports enabling the IDW user to quickly 

track college success. 
 

Because both reports lead to similar end results, this newsletter will de-

scribe how to navigate the single year report knowing that the user can 

apply the same techniques to the multiple year report to view results for 

more than one graduating class.  
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When the “Four Year College Attainment for Single Year” report is selected, the prompt screen 

below will appear. Select the high school graduation class for the students you wish to view. 

Choosing the high school graduation year is key.  If you choose 2012 or 2013, there will be no 

data at all because NYSED has not yet provided college enrollment data beyond June 2011.  

When NYSED updates its data files, we will provide that data for the IDW. 
 

But even choosing 2011 for this report will not produce the desired results because no one from 

that class, or even the previous three classes, could have graduated with a four year degree by 

2011.  And since we wish to have five years pass before analyzing a graduating class, we will 

choose the class of 2005-2006.  The following report (see sample below) will then appear: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The design of the report is quite simple.  There are only three categories of students on the pie 

chart and on the table—those that graduated within four years (blue), those that graduated within 

five years (gold), and those with no four year degree (gray).  If we wanted to see the names of 

any of the students in the three categories, we could simply click on that area of the pie chart or 

the corresponding number on the table below the pie chart.  The gray area (31%) on the pie 

chart corresponds to the count of 70 on the table and represents those students with no known 

four year degree (see red arrows).  This “drill down” is a feature of all College Tracking re-

ports.  On the top of the following page is the table produced by “drilling down” on either the 

gray area of the pie chart or the number “70” on the table. 
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To see the entire list of 70 students, the user would have to click on “Page Down” at the bottom 

of the screen to see subsequent pages.  To see the entire list at once in either PDF format or Ex-

cel format, there is a special menu at the top of any report page. (See image below.) 

Clicking on the down arrow next to the miniature globe   

will produce a drop-down menu where the user may choose the 

desired format. (See below.)  The Excel version of this report will 

then allow the user to add columns to the file produced.  Information can 

be added in these columns as needed.  Remember that we already know 

from the pie chart that almost 69% of our students (62% in four years, 6% 

in five years, plus a small fraction which leaves 31% unaccounted for). 

 

Since we have decided that 69% of our 2006 graduates can be considered 

college and career ready because of their proven college success, we want to find out what hap-

pened to the other 31%.  The report at the top of this page gives us minimal information.  We 

can see that some attended college and remained for a while, but we can be assured of only one 

thing for these students—they have not been reported as earning a four year degree within five 

years of their graduation from high school.  Many, many famous and successful people, from 

Steve Jobs to Madonna, could be considered college or career ready without a degree, so the 

final determination for college and career readiness must be left up to each district. But there 

are also two further IDW steps we must take before concluding our investigation. 

 

We should next drill down to the third level of detail in College Tracking for further infor-

mation.  At the top of the sample report above is a red link entitled “Drill Down to Student De-

gree and Detail Report.”  On some other IDW College Tracking Reports, this third level link, 

also in red, is called “Related Reports Link.”  In all cases, clicking on this link provides a de-

tailed list of colleges attended and whether a degree was granted. 

 

As can be seen on the next page, this report provides a wealth of information about each stu-

dent, including a listing of every semester a student was enrolled in a member institution since 

high school graduation.  By looking at this detailed list, one can gain further insight into a stu-

dent’s college readiness.  Of course, some students, like Student A and Student B have no en-

rollment information next to their names, other than that their plans were to attend four year 

colleges.  There are two possible reasons why no information is known about them. 
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The first possibility is that the student decided not to attend college and to pursue other inter-

ests.  Unless someone has detailed information about that student’s post-high school success, 

these students may be among those who were indeed not college or career ready. The second 

possibility is that the student attended a college or university not included in the College Track-

ing survey.  Although almost all schools are included in the tracking survey, there are some no-

table exceptions—military academies and overseas schools, for example.  For Students A, B 

and C, we will, therefore, have to do some additional IDW research, (see “Evaluating H.S. Rec-

ords” below).  But first, we can look at the Student Degree and Detail Report below to look at 

some other students, notable Students D, E, and F. 

Students D and E most likely were college ready because they were accepted at and attended 

selective universities.  Some district personnel may also have additional anecdotal information, 

or their high school record may be evaluated to verify their college readiness.  Student F, as 

indicated on the report above (in green), has already earned a two-year degree at Nassau Com-

munity College, but after five semesters.  This high school record should be evaluated too. 
 

Evaluating H.S Records 

High school records can be evaluated using the IDW “Child Assessment Profile” (ChAP) re-

port.  A quick review of the ChAP report for the senior class of 2006 shows the following Re-

gents examination results:  Student A scored 89 on the ELA and 93 on Math B; Student B 

scored 78 on the ELA and 93 on Math B; Student C took only RCT’s; Student D scored 96 on 

the ELA and 85 on Math B; and Student E scored 96 on the ELA and 91 on Math B.  So a pru-

dent observer, using NYSED’s own Regents standards for college readiness might conclude 

that only Students C and F were not college ready when they graduated.  By reviewing all 70 

students, in this way, we can determine college and career readiness and see how many of 

the 31% who hadn’t yet earned a degree were indeed college and career ready.  As it happens, 

this district had an average proficiency on the grade 3-8 assessments of 59%, far different 

from the over 80% college and career success determined by using IDW tools. 

 

As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district training 

for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best practices for the 

IDW.  Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640 or Jane Boyd at 608-6612 to schedule a training session 

or to discuss any Instructional Data Warehouse questions. 
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